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On the Comparative Good and Evil of Human Life. 


\ THATEVER be the fum of mifery in the world, there 
is a much larger fum of happinefs. The weather is 
fometimes foul; but it is oftener fair. Storms and hurricanes 
are frequent ; but calms aremore common. There is fome 
ficknefs; but there is more health. There is fome pain; but 
there is more eafe, There is fome mourning ; but there is 
more joy. There is complexional depreffion that afks, 
“ Wherefore is light given to him that is in mifery?” but it 
bears no proportion to the native chearfulnefs, which is open to 
the agreeable impreffions of furrounding nature. Mubltitudes 
have been crufhed under es foot of cruelty; but greater 
multitude 2s have remained unmolefted by m oppreflor, Many 
ave peritt ned with Benger and nakednefs; but more have been 
upplied with food and raiment. Some have counted the days 
mi 


{, 
ek i 
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of captivity; but the m: 
have loft their reafon; but larger numbers have retained it. 
The lift is } ng of the forfaken and the forlorn; but ftill 
longer is the catalogue of thofe that have never failed, in fome 
one te other, to fiud a friend, 

Sometimes, we are told of towns, torn to pieces by the 
terrible quaking of the ground 5 but more frequently of cities 
thatknow no enemy but time. Sometiaies, we hear of fhips 
that are deftroyed by the ftorm; but more commonly of veilels 
that arrive fafely in port. We have read, and read with horror, 
of failing harvells ; our hair has ftood up, our pulfes have 
almoft ftopped, over the horrible picture of famine! the 
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omnine of fatitious delicacy for food, offenfive to plain. 
nature ! the frigatful conflict between the force of afFedic On, 
and the phrenfy of want ! between the agonics of hunger, and 
of the heart !—but, fruitful feafons, and ‘thout ing reapers, and 
“ hearts filled with food and gladnefs,” are the chearful forms, 
with which mankind have been familiar. 

We have trembled to contemplate the terrible figure of pef- 
tilence, ** walking in darknefs,”” ending thr ough the air 
in awfulinvifibilicy; ftriking with ar unfeen hand, and {trew- 
ing the itreet with dead: Burt the accounts, that have mof 
occupied our attention, bav e been of benignant poe tions in 
nature ; of qualities in thine that are calculated to recall de- 
parted health, and heal the difeafes of man; of rettorative 
temperatures of air; of kindly and genial climes; of medi- 
cinal herbs, and of phyfical fountains. 

A melancholy pro; sortion of mank ind | have i by the 
{word, or received from its edge the worle than mortal wound; 
of pined ‘in the ficknefs attendant on its w: ay 3 or deplored th 
plundes and defolaticn it has {pread over their plains 3 or, ata 
diftance from the theatre of its ravages, been pierc ed a 
by its ftroke, with forrows far fharper than its point :—But tl 
greater part of mankind have pafled their days in the feat of 
peace ; fat under their roofs i> ‘cren ity and pyle 
their fields without any fear of the foldier’s fickle 
exercifed their afte ions in focial unions, that have felt no cut 
but from nature’s hand, and refigned their breath at Jalt in the 
quiet and don.eftic bed. 

If we thus furvey the chequered face " human life at ia 
we thal! findits bright {paces more numerous than its fhadows 
yo ih lation is more exercifed than pity. The counte- 
nances that have forrow upon them are fewer than the faces 

which do not want to have the tears w iped from the cycse And 
if the whole hiftory of individ uals whom we fee in circum- 
ftances of diftrefs were to be laid before us, perhaps, we fhould 
find few of them, in which there was not a greater number of 
pleafant than painf ful pailages ; in which there was not, upoa 
the whole, more cl hearfulnefs than depreffion ; more tranquil- 
lity than trouble ; more corpor: leafe than fufferance. “What- 
ever pain, whatever care may lay in wait for the man—Ci auld 
hood is carelefs and fportive ; “ a ftranger yet to pain” 
Whatever clouds remain forthe brow of manhood, the fore- 
head of youth is ufually clear and (mooth, The firft years of 
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many foever the ficknefles, the forrows, and the folicitudes, the 
“ months of vanity,” and the “ wearifome nights,” that 
await maturer years,—then, at leaft, every pulie is health ; 
every pillow is peace; every feeling, rapture; every object, 
novelty ; every profpect, hope ! 





Lord Monboddo’s pleafing g Account of the Management of 
he 5 Efiate. 
ORD MONBODDO, * in his Ancient Metaphyfics,” 
gives the following pleafing account of the management 
of his eftate, which we offer as a model for country gentle- 
men :— 

“ It gives me great pleafure to obferve, that fome of my 
tenants are ferved, as in former times, by cottagers only, a and 
keep no farm fervants in the houfc, uniels perhaps a boy. One 
of them, who pays me no more than 301. of rent, has no lefs 
than thirteen cottagers living upon his farm. This farm is 
pretty extenfive : ButI havea tenant on the fame part of my 
eftate, which lies among hills, who poffefles no more than fix 
or eight acres, upon which he has four families including his 
own; and I have, on the fame part of my ettate, feven tcaants, 
each of whom poiicifes no more than three acres of arable 
land, and fom:e moorifh ground for paiture, part of which they 
have already cultiv: w04- and they pay me no more than twelve 
fhillings for each acre of the arable land, and nothing for the 
moor, Lam cattendel could more than double the rent of 
their land by jetting it off to one tenant: Burl fhould be 
forry to increafe my rent by depopulating any part of the 
country; and [ keep thele {mall tenements as a monument of 
the way in which, I believe, a great part of the low-lands of 
Scotland was cultivated in ancient times. 

The confequence of this eftate of mince bei ng fo peopled is, 
that there is no want of fervants in it, which are very much 
wanted in other parts of the country ; for as [have obferved, 
tenants and cottagers are the breed of fervants. I am fo 
anxious about the population of the country, that [ have taken 
the number of the inhabitants of this part of my eftate, where 
the farms, I have mentioned, lie; and they amount to 
about 200; while the rent! draw is not1ocl. If every 
eftate in Britain were to be fo people d, i in proportion to its 
rent, the number of inhabitants would be more than quad- 
rupled, 
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‘© As Ihave mentioned the number of inhabitants on fome 
farms of my eftate, | will alfo mention the number of them 
upon my own farm, where the number has not been diminithed 
during the laft fixty years; (now much longer I do not know ; 
for neither my father nor I ever turned out any cottagers ;) fo 
that, from the number of them now upon nny farm, the reader 
may judge what the population of the country was in ancient 
times, 

“ The whole extent of my farm is about 300 acres; of 
which only 200 acres are in my natural pofleffion, and cul- 
tivated by cottagers living upon the farm, and by only one une 
married fervant, whom I keep in the houfe with a boy who 
herds the cattle; all the reft of the farm is poflefled by cot- 
tagers and fmall tenants. Of thefe, fome poffels a fmall 
village, to moft of whom I give land, which I cultivate for 
them; and they practic ditierent trades, by which, and by the 
land, they live very ¢ tably. Upon the whole farm, there 
are, including the nuabder in the village I have mentioned, 
twenty-feven cottagers and {mall tenants poficfing a few acres, 
I think, therefore, that my farm is very well peopled, very 
much better than moft farms in Scotland are now-a-days; 
though, I believe, not fo well as they were in ancicot times. 
There are many proprietors, 1 know, who think chat the 

number of cottagers on their land is a grievance, and they 
defire to be quit of them; but, for my part, 1 am fond of 
them, and call them my people; and have pleafure in numbering 
them and feeing them incrcafe, and am forry when any of 
them leave my land.” 





REMARKS on the NEW FRENCH CALENDAR, 


HE new French year muft appear to the aftronomer lefs 

imperfe& than our own. Its commencement is not 
capricious, but forms a natural date in both hemifpheres of the 
earth. Its four quarter-days coincide, as nearly as may be, 
with the folftices and equinoxes. ‘The months are of cqual 
length, and divide without a ‘ration by their weeks: This 
facilitates the precifion and recollection of dates and appoints 
ments. Nor is it either lefs natural or lefs convenient to dif- 
tribute a lunation into three than into four fubdivifions ; and 
it is {urcly an elegance to avoid that abfurd medley of idola- 
trous nick-names, derived partly from Sabianiim, partly from 
the Latin Paganifm, and partly from the Gothic Heathenifm, 
which 
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which is ftill given by us to the days of the week. The 
French months, it is true, are il! named, and are accommodated 
merely to the climate of Paris. Neither has their new wzraa 
ofmopolitical character : It fhould rather commence at the 
clofe of the eighteenth century. A n uniformity of weights, 
meafures, Coins,and dates, would greatly promote the commer 
cial and literary intercourfe of the world: Buta change, local 





toa fingle country, increafes the inconvenience of diverhtye 
Thefe innovations, therefore, fhould have been referved for 
difcuffion in a congrefs for general pacification. 


o 





Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of Lord 
Macariney io China. 


(Continued fi om Page 21 I.) 


y & wie country, for fome miles round Tong-choo foo, was 
evel, the foil light, and of ealy culture. Its principal 
autumnal crops were Indian cora and millet; and the thick 
ftubble was left upon the ground for manure. The inftrue 
ments of hufbancry for thrafhing and winnowing corn, as 
well as for rolling the land; were nearly of European conftruce 
tion, he enclofures were few, and but few cattle to enclofe; 
pafturage ground was rare; ‘he animals for fuod and tillage 
being foddered and fed chiefly in falls. Straw cut fmall and 
mixed with beans was the food for horfes. Ploughing was 
performed by oxen; it being too cold here for buffaloes. 
Their horfes were {trong and bony, but no means employed to 
improve their breed. Many of them were {potted as regularly 
asa leopard, occafioned by crofli ig thofe of cont rary colours. 
Mules were more valual able than horfes, requiring Iefs food, and 
performi ing movelabour, The cottages of the peafantry were 

gand comfortable 5 not united into villages, but thinly 
difperfed. =T hey had neither fences nor gates to guard them 
asiint wild beatts or thieves ; for the latter, perhaps, it were 
unneceflary, as robberies are feldom committed, notwithftand- 
ing the puniihment is not capital, unlefs accompanied by acts 
of violence, 

The wives of the peafantry are truly induftrious 3 befides 
Managing every dometiic concern, tl ey exercife fuch trades 
as are carried on within doors. They sear filk- worms, {pin 
Cotton, and work at the loom; in {hort, they are the only 
Weaversinthe country. Their hutbands, however, tyrannize 
over 
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over them, keep them in the greateft fubjetion, and, cn oc. 
cafional quarrels, make them attend behind the table as hand- 
maids. The old generally refide with the young, to temper 
their impetuofity ; and obedience to them is enforced as well 
by habit as by moral precepts. Moral maxims are inculcated 
by the aged to the younger offspring ; and plain fentences of 
morality are hung up in the common hall, where the male 
branches of the family affemble. A tablet of anceftry is in 
every houfe, and references, in converfation, often made to 
their actions.— By their periodical vifits to the tombs of their 
forefathers, the moft remote relations becomes collected and 
united. Thechild is bound to work and provide for his father 
and mother ; andthe brother for the beathe sr and fitter, in ex 
treme diltrefs ; a failure in this duty ftamps them with fuch 
ignominy, as to preclude the ne ceflity of a pofitive law to this 
purpofe. Even the moft diftant relative, if in ili health, or in 
milery, has a claim on his kindred for charitable affiftance. 
This is the reafon why no mendicants nor {peCtacles of dil- 
trefs are to be feen. 

By the cuftom of the country, perfons on horfeback, meet- 
ing their fuperiors, difmount as atoken of refpe. This 
civility, which wes fhewn to fome Englifh gentlemen in aa 
excurfion into the country, prevails in other parts of the calt. 
Similar homage is exacted from all the refidents of Batavie 
by the Dutch governors and counfellors of the Indies. From 
this inftance, as well as from others in Java and other places, 
it is clear, that China gives the ton to all the countrics border- 
ing upon its feas, Every fovereign in the eaftern part of 
Afia, for example, affects the diltinétion of yellow colour in 
imitation of the Emperor. 

The prefents and ba gzage, which 
water, were now to be Semeioed by 
autumnal palace. Such as were liable to reccive damage by 
the jolting of vehicles without fprings, were deftiacd to be 
carried by men; and froma pretty nice calculation it was 
found, that about nin ety waggonsy forty hand-barrows, two 
hundred hories, and nearly three thoufand labouring men would 
be wanted for this buiine(s. 

[a China, bulky and heavy packages are carried by men 
To cach fide of the load are fixed two ftrong bamboos. It 
four men (two to each bamboo) be not equal to its weigh 
two other baniboos, fhorter tian the firlt, are faftened to “the 
extremities of cach of the original long ones. ‘Thefe eight 
extremitics arc brought to reft on the fhoulders of eight mem 
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More bamboos being affixed to thefe, the ftrength of a greater 
number of men may be applied in a geometrical proportion 3 
each of whom would fuftain an equal degree of preflure on 
raifing or carrying ponderous packages. 

The Embaffador and three gentlemen of his fuite travelied 
in fedan chairs 3 the other gentlemen, and aii the mandarines, 
on horfeback. They were preceded by Chinefe foldiers on 
foot, who cleared the way. His Excellency’s fervants and 


cuard were conveyed in waggons, ‘The road to Pekin from 


Tong-choo- foo is rerfeally level, the middle of which is 
paved with granite, bordered in many places withtrees. Ona 
the road, and over a rivulet, wasa handfome, marble bridge, 
wide, fabftantial, a and but little elevated, as the banks cf the 
river are never overflow ed. 

After partaking ig of a breakfaft at a fmall village = 
road, they got foon after to the eaftern fuburbs, a and in fifteen 
minutes more, before the walls of the city of Pekin. oT he 
Embaflador’s arrival was notified by the firing of guns. Re- 
en were prepared ata refting place within the gate, 
over which was a watch tower having, i in the cifferent ftories, 
port holes | forcannon, The heigh tot the city wails was forty 
feet; the parapet cies with holes in the merlons for ar- 
chery; the thickncis twenty feet at the bafe, and ewelve acrofs 





the terreplaine or platform, upon which the parapet was 
erefled. “The walls were flanked on the outfide by {quare 





towers, diftunt from each other about fixty 
ing from the curtain betweet 
horfem a might ride abreaf 
afcent was made by dcclivous paths of earth raited within fide. 
The entrance into Pekin had nothing to excite particular 
attention, ‘Je houfes were moftly of one ftory; the ttreet 
about a hundred feet wide, but unpaved, acrois which was a 
triumphal arch built of wood, having three elegant gateways. 
This flreet led to the eaftern, called the yellow, wall of the 
Imperial paiace, whofe name is derived from the colour of the 
varnifhed tiles covering the top. Near the gate were exteafive 
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upon the ramparts, to which an 






ftorchoules for depofiting rice; anda Jolty building, at no 
great diliance, faid to be ao obiervatory, built in the reign of 
the Emperor Yong-loo, to whom the city was indebted tor its 
principai ornameits. 

A funeral procefiion was met in this freet, which, from the 
white colour of the mourcers,. was taken for that of a wed- 
ding ; but the lamentations of young men attending the 
Corpie, incloicd in a iquare coffin, thaded by a gaudy painted 
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canopy, foon undeceived te travellers. The female relatives 
followed behind, in fedan chairs, covered with white cloth, 

Soon after, a nuptial srocefion offered iifelf to view, in 
which it would be as prepofterous to appear in white as it 
would in Europe to be dreffed in black. ‘The lady, whom the 
bridegroom had not yet feen, was carried in a gaudy chair, 
decorated with feftoons of fa&titious flowers, attended by her 
relations, friends, and fervants, fupporting the paraphernalia, 
the only portion given to a di aughter i in marriage. 

The embafly turning to the right of the yellow wall, got 
from its eaftern to its northern fide, i in which frect, i in{tead of 
fhops for butinefs the houfes were all private. Before the 


courts of thefe houfes was a wall or curtain to ob fruct the’ 


view of paflengers ; and this was called the wall of refpe&. 
They halted oppofite the treble gates on the northern fide of 
the palace wall, which encompafled a confiderable { {pace of 
ground, In fome fpots were ftcep mounts; in others deep 
hollows, full of water, with varied margins, Out of thefe 
artificial lakes appeared feveral {mall ifla ands, beautified with 
fancied fabrics, inter ‘perfed with trees. 

The Emperor’s principal palaces were erected upon emi- 
nences of various heights ;fome of thefe hills were embel- 
lifhed with lofty trees, which encircled cabinets and fummer 
houles deitined for pleafure and retirement ; the whole form- 
ing a fcene irrefiftibly charming. 





“Continuing ina welterly courfe through the city, the eye 
was directed to a library of foreign manufcripts » among which 
was faid to be an Arabic copy of the Koran. Befides a few 


Mahometan fpectators of the novel proceffion, secopuifed by 
their red caps, were feveral women, natives of Tartary, or of 
‘Tartar extraction, whole fect were not diftorted like thole of 
the Chinefe. Many of them were genteelly drefied, and of 
delicate features ; but their complexions were affitted by art. 
The feat of beauty was upon the lower lip, in the middle of 
which was a thick patch of vermillion. Some of thefe ladies 
were in covered carriages, and others on horfeback, riding 
aftraddle like men. 

The embafly now croffed a ftreet, fituated north and fouth, 
in length four miles, the whole extent of the Tartar city, and 
in abouttwo hours more, after having pafled by feveral beau- 
tiful temples and other extenfive buildings, arrived at one of 
the weftern city gates, whence commences the fuburbs ; to 
traverfe which took up twenty minutes. 


The 








TI 
ceptic 
min-} 
cont 
embe! 
whole 
garde 
ifland 
moun 
other. 

Tt 
baflac 
with 
playis 
rious 
dienc 

TI 
magn 
paffed 
lengtl 
erecte 
wood 
fuppo 
ornan 
armec 
but ¢ 
mu fic 
Clark 


on ea 
offeri: 
Being 

ot 
of: Fc 


N 
SI! 
man | 


Vo 


2, 


th 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 22 


The embafly had now reached the villa intended for its re+ 
ception, fituated between the town of Hai-tien and Yuen» 
min-yuen. The buildings comprifed feycral diftinet pavilions, 
confru€ted round {mall courts, whofe apartments were mofily 
embellifhed with landicapes, done in water-colours. The 
whole encircled about twelve acres of land, in which wasa 
garden laid out with tafte; a rivulet meandering round an 
ifland ; a grove of trees with {cattered grafs plots of factitious 
mounds and cavities, and craggy rocks rudely piled upon each 
other. 

The Governor of this palace, between whom and the Em- 
baflador the accuftomed compliments of civility pafled, agreed 
with his Excellency, that the moft advantageous mode of dif- 
playing the prefents would be co place the moft rare and cu- 
rious on each fide of the throne, in one of the halls of au- 
dience. 

The entrance to this hall, whofe external appearance was 
magnificent, was through three quadrangular courts, encom- 
palied by feveral detached buildings. It was a hundred feet in 
length, and forty in breadth, and in height about twenty ; and 
erected upon a platform of granite. Two rows of large 
wooden columns, whofe fhafts were painted red and varnifhed, 
fupported its projecting roof; and its capitals, befides other 
ornaments, were decorated with dragons, whofe feet were 
armed with five claws. ‘There was nothing !eft in the hall 
but the throne, except a few large jars of porcelain, and a 
mufical clock, made early in the prefent century, by George 
Clarke, of Leadenhall-ftreet, London. 

The throne was afcended to by fteps in the front and on 
each fide ; and above it were the Chinefe characters of glory 
and perfetion. Tripods, and veflels of incenfe, were placed 
oneach fide; and before it a {mall table, as an altar, for placing 
offerings ef tea end. fruit to the {pirit of the abfent Emperor. 
Being the period of full moon, a feftival with the followers 
of Fo, it was a day of facrifice. 

(To be continued.) 





Sketch of the Charatter of the late refpetlable Fames 
Lloyd, Efq. of Ofweftry. 


N the month of December, 1797, died, at Ofweftry, ia 
Shropthire, aged 70, John Lloyd, Efq. attorney, an alder- 
man of the corporation, and coroner of the county for the 
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hundred of Ofweftry. During a period of nearly fifty me 


extenfive practice, Mr. Lloyd approved himfelf deferving 
the charaéter which Judge Perryn gave him; a man of 
ftri probity and refpectability, and defervedly eminent in his 
profeffion.” He was the original inftitutor of focieties for the 
profecution of felons, of which that of Ofweft try was the 
firft, and is now, we believe, the moft numerous in the king- 
dom. He was at firft doubtful whether fuch affociations 
would be countenanced by courts of jultice ; but was foon 
fatisfied on that point, with a high compliment paid to the 
members, and the inttitutor, by that luminary of the law, the 
Jate Lord Chief Juftice Mansficld, 

He bas been complimented from the bench, for his virtues 
and abilities, by the prefent Lord Chief Juftice Kenyon, and 
his name wes proverbial in the mouth of Lord Thurlow, (whea 
Chancellor) for his patience. Having, by dint of perfe 
verance, fucceeded in a tedious and expenfive Chancery fuit 
for a Baronet in Wales, he. was rewarded for his exertions 
with an annuity ef 50). for life. On the prefent proprietor 
coming into poficfion, 100]. more were added; and thoug! 
he did not live long to enjoy this addition, the gratitude of 
the generous baronet remains equally exemplary. 

Mr. Lloyd did not make it an invariable rale to feek the 
wealthy client; it was with him a fufficient recommendation 
that the caufe was good. As a proof of this aflertion, he re- 
covered aa eflate of upwards of 200]. per annum for a poor 
mechanic, who could not raife five pounds for carrying on the 
fuit. He was equally a clieerful companion to old and young; 
his wit (and in repartee he greatly exceiled) was nervous and 
pointed ; he cultivated an underttanding, naturally vigorous, 
by reading and reflection, and poilelicd a very retentive me- 
mory. 

He was fincere in his profeffions of friendthip, hofpitable 
without profufion, and a ufeful member of the corporation to 
which he belonged. His judgment was keen, penetrating, 
and unimpaired to the ‘Jait 5. and fenfible of his approaching 
diffolution, he met death with that calm refignation and for- 
titude, which chara@erife thofe who have more to hope tha 
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Ox ARITHMETICK, 
ie all the fciences which contribute towards extending our 
knowledge of nature, in mathematicks, mechanicks, and 
aftronomy;, 
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aftronomy, arithmetick is of elementary ufe: And for the 
improvement of arithmetic, fo as to render its operation moft 
eafy and correct, we are indebted to “ the wifdom of the 
ealt.” While, among the Greeks and Romans, the only 
method ufed for the notation of numbers was by the letters of 
the alphabet, which neceflarily rendered arithmetical calcu 
lation extremely tedious and operofe ; the Indians had, from 
time immemorial, ernployed for the fame purpofe the ten cy- 
phers, or figures, now univerfally known, and by means of 
them performed every operation in arithmetick with the 
greatett facility and expedition, 

By the happy invention of giving a different value to each 
figure according to its change of place, no more than ten 
figures are wanted in calculations the moft complex, and of 
any given extent; and arithmetick is the moft perfect of all 
the fciences. ‘The Arabians, not long after their fettlement 
in Spain, introduced this mode cf notation into Europe, and 
were candid enough to acknowledge that they had derived the 
knowledge of it from the Indians. 

Though the advantages of this mode of notation are ob- 
vious and great, yet fo flowly do mankind adopt new inven- 
tions, that the ufe of it was for fome time confined to {cience ; 
by degrees, however, men of bufire(s relinquifhed the former 
cumberlome method of computation by letters, and the Indian 
arithmetic came into general ule throughout Europe. It is 
now fo familiar and fimple, that the ingenuity of the people, 
to whom we are indcbted for the invention is lefs obferved and 
leis celebrated than it merits. 





SAGACITY of the ELEPHANT. 
{ From Dr. Darwin’s Zoonomia. ] 


HE elephant is endued with a fine fenfe of feeling at the 
extremity of his proboicis, and hence has acquired 
much» more accurate ideas of touch and of fight than moft 
other creatures. r 
The two following inftances of the fagacity of thefe ani- 
mals were told me by fome gentlemen of diftin® obfervation, 
and undoubted veracity, who‘had been much converfanc with 
our caftern fettlemenis, 
Firft, the elephants that are ufed to carry the bags ze of 
Our armies, are put each wnder the care of one of the natives 
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of Hindoftan, and whilft himfelf and his wife go into the 
woods to collect leaves and branches of trees for his food, they 
fix him to the ground by a length of chain, and frequently 
leave a child yet unable to walk, under his protection ; and 
the intelligent animal not only defends it, but as it creeps 
about, when it artives near the extremity of his chain, he 
wraps his trunk gently round its body, and brings it again into 
the centre of his circle. 

Secondly, the traitor elephant is taught to walk on a narrow 
path between two pit-falls, which are covered with turf, and 
then to go into the woods, and to feduce the wild clephants to 
come that way, who fall into thele wells, whilit he pafies fa’e 
between them: And it is univerfally obferved, that thofe wild 
elephants that efcape the fuare, purfue the traitor with the ute 
moft vehemence, and if they can overtake him, which fome- 
times happens, they always beat him to death, 





NARRATIVE of DON PEDRO DE MENTIROSO. 


[From «* The Four Ages,” &c, by Mr. William Jackfon, of 
Exeter. ] 


EING one morning in the cloifter of the convent of St. 
Francis inthe city of Evora, I was accofted by a gentle- 
ma2n, who requefted to know if I was going to Madrid, in 
which cafe he would be happy in the honour of my company ; 
adding, that he hoped I enjoyed good health fince he faw me 
laft. After paufing a while, I recollefed this was the {trange 
character who came paflenger with me a few months before 
from Villa Franca to Lifbon; he then wore the remains of a 
Perfian drefs, under a pilgrim’s fcapulet; be was now drefled 
in a fuit of deep mourning. At file 1 conecived from his 
diale@, that he was a Spaniard, but on clofer inquiry I found 
he was a nativeof Portugal. As we are both ftrangers in this 
town, faid he, I fhall efteem the honour of your company to 
partake of fuch fare as my itn affords. ‘Ihe prior of the 
convent, who happened to overhear the converfation, came up 
at the fame time, faying, ** If you will condefcend to dine in 
the humble cell of a poor Francifcan, you mutt be my guelts 
to-day ;”” we thanked him, and accepted his hofpitabie offers 
From the moment 1 firit faw this exotic pilgrim at Villa 
Franca, I was ftruck with the fingularity of his appearance; 
his Perfian garb, worn aid wretched, betrayed all the external 
marks 
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marks of mifery. Yet there was a placidity in his manners, a 
gnit} in his mien and addrefs, an intelligence in’ his counte= 
ance, ‘which i incited in me a ftrong defire to inquire. into his 
biftory 3 ; and the change I now perceived i in.bis apparel and 
conditién Rimulated that defire. 1 cherefore took the liberty 
to afk him whence he came, and how long fince he left Perfia 5 
which he anfwered apparently without referve. The prior, 
finding, by this fp2cimen of his converfaiion, that he was a 
very intelligent aud coms yunicative traveller, Prapoled that 
we fhould retire to a fhady arbour at the rear of the:convent, 
tohear his narrative more at leifure. In this fembrous retreat 
he gaveus the following fketch of his adventures, 
ty 1 name, fayshe, is Pedrode Mentirofo; my native town, 
Ponta de Lima, in the pro.ince of Miahe. My- father, who 








was amerchant in that province, had three fons, of whom 
lam the youngeft. Atthe age of ten | was fent. to a Domi- 
nican con ent, where I continued five years, and as Aattered 
with the apprebation of my teachers tor the progtcls 1 made 


in my facies. 
When the time approached that] was to take the habit as a 
difciple af St, Dominic, I began ferioufly to reflect on the 
monattic ftate, and finding it averfe from my difpofition or 
genius, I refolved to abandon the convent. Senfidle, however, 
of the duty I owed to my parents, 1 returned home and com- 
municated my fentiments to them; but to no effect. My 
father continued inexorable; he informed me, that all the proe 
perty he had amafled was to have been laid out in the purchafe 
of an efate, to enable my eldeft brother to fupport the title he 
was promifed for him; and who, from his intereit at court, 
would probably have it in his power to raife me in the church, 
as well as my other brother, who had already entered into 
orders, In fort, be declared that if I did not return tomy 
convent he fhould no longer coniider meas bis fon. 
Uhe fruggle between filial and confciential duty rendered 
y unhappy 5 on cither hand, I forefaw that mifery 
was inevitable; in this dilemma 1 began to reflect on the 
ciuctty of thofe parcnis wi.oin order to aggrandife one of 
their children, {cruple not to facrificc thereft to their vain ame 
itiany leaving them no alternative but to immure themfelves 
iathe gloom of a convent, however repuznant to their incli- 
Nation, of to vain a prccaicus fubliftence by their talents, 
After mature confideration i refulved to embrace the lefler 
ut my father’s 
biciling, 
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bleffing, which he gave me with tears in his eyes; and the 
benediction infpired me with hopes. 

Next morning, without communicating my intention to any 
of my family or friends, I fet out for Madrid, aflumed the name 
of Francifco de Gongora, difclaimed my family and my 
country, refolving never more to'return to cither. 

I had fcarcely been a week in the capital of Spain when my 
refources were exhaufted. How tofubfift 1 knew not; there 
was no time:for deliberation, no expedient but the army; 
which I immediately entered. You may readily fuppofe the 
tranfition from the miffal to the mufket could not at firft be 
very agreeable 3 yet when I became inured to the hardfhips of 
a foldier, 1 felicitated myfelf on the change. In three years 
I was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, and fhortly after 
fent to South America with the corps to which I belonged, 

Having arrived at Mexico, I waited on the Viceroy with 
letters from the Marquis de M »‘his kinfman. To this 
nobleman I was indebted for my promotion, and many othe 
acts of friendfhip, the caufe of which ftill remains a mpftery 
tome unlefs | may be allowed to conjeQure that he was the 
perfonage whom I refcued one night at Madrid when affailed 
by twoallaflins. However that was, in confequence of his re- 
commendation the Viceroy foon promoted me to the rank of 
Captain in his body guards. Nor did his munificence reft 
here. Sceing me zealoufly attached to his perfon, while 
J actively performed the duty of the foldier, he honoured me 
with his confidence ; and intrufted me, more than once, in 
affairs of the laft importance. As bis Secretary, I vifited 
Caftile del Ouro, California, and the Philippine Iflands. Un- 
fortunately, however, before I returned from the Jattcr, my 
friend and benefactor paid the laft debt to nature. 

‘The only furviving iflue of the deceafed was a daughter, 
named Leonora, a lady endued with every accomplifhment of 
mind and perfon, On the death of her tather fhe retired to 
Lima in Peru, and there lived with her uncle, who was Go- 
vernor of that province, aid fole executor of the deceafed 
1 forwarded to him my papers, and every particular relating to 
my commiffion under his late brother ; and fo foon as my 
military avocations permitted, I vilited him at Lima. Here 
I once more beheld the beautiful Leonora, enhanced in every 
charm. Our mutual attachment did not efcape the notice of 
her guardian ; he {ent for me, and queftioned me on that head; 
and inftead of pronouncing the fentence my fears had antiti- 
pated, he embraced me with all the tendernefs of a father, in 
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the prefence of his confeflor and Leonora. “ Don Fran- 
cifco,”” faid he, * my brother, our late much beloved Viceroy, 
had firictly enjoined me, at his laft moments, to reward your 
fidelity with the hand of Donna Leonora; and you are named 
inhis will, conjointly with her, fole heirs to his fortune.” 
This happened about three years after the Viceroy’s death, but 
the particulars of the will were kept feeret till now, when the 
lady attained her fixteenth year, Orders were given im- 
mediately for the celebration of the nuptials, which my worthy 
friend furvived but a few months, 

Having paid the laft fad duty tothe remains of the Gover- 
nor, and arranged our affairs at Peru, we returnedto Mexico, 
and fhortly after embarked at Vera Cruz, in a fhip bound to 
Cadiz; accompanied by an Armenian prieft named Honorius, 
who had been a conftant companion of mine ever fiance I 
vifited the Pailippine Iflands. 

For three weeks we continued our courfe with a profperous 
gale; and as we were flattering ourfelves with a fpeedy prof- 
pect of the Old World, a violent tempeft gathered from the 
notth-weft, which carried away our mattsand rudder. In this 
ftate of ciftrefs we continued at the mercy of the wind and 
waves during fix weeks, when our fhattered veflel {prang a 
leak, With Leonora in my arms, accompanied by the Cap- 
tain and fix of the crew, we committed ourfelves to the mercy 
of the elements ia the long-boat. 

During two days and a night our giddy bark bore up again 
the awful conflict of the wind ane waves. ‘The fituxtion of 
Leonora abforbed all my thoughts 3 and I well remember the 
divine ferenity with which fhe with{tood the tremendous {cene; 
methinks, indeed, I now behold her beautiful locks Aoating ia 
the gale, andthe {pray beating her lovely form. But, alas J 
diftreffing as this {cene was, a more melancholy one cnfued, 
Honorius, who preferred remaining in the fhip to meet his 
fate, was waft.dto the fide of the boat on a raft he had formed 
of empty cafks and planks tied together. In attempting to 
fave him, 1 was wafhed overboard by a wave, and feparated in 
an inftant from all Lheld dear, “The venerable Honoriusy 
however, performed that part for me, which | attempted to do 
for him. Next day we found ourfeives within fight of land ry 
and toward evening, when the ftorm abated, we were tuken 
up by a canoe manned with black people. ‘This happened on 
that part of Africa called Sanaga. 

The poignant anguilh i ielt may, be better imagined than 
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fome friendly wave would have wafted the corfe of Leonora 
tome, tutin vain, I invoked the Blefled Virgin for her pro. 
tection; and vowed to confecrate the remainder of my 
wretched life to folitude and tears. [Onthis, he kiffed a {mall 
gold crofs, ftudded with precious ftones, which hung from his 
neck, and paufed for fome moments. ] 


(To be continued.) 








GERMAN-ENGLISH GARDENS. 

6 ‘Y Saw for the firft time,” (fays Zimmerman, in his cele- 

brated Treatife on Solitude) * a garden cultivated in 
the Englith tafte near Hanover; and foon afterwards I beheld 
one inthe fame {t;le, but on a much larger feale, at Marien- 
werder, about the diftance of a league from the former, I 
was not then apprifed of the extent of that art, which {ports 
with the moft ungrateful foil, and, by a new {pecies of creation, 
converts even barren fandy mountains into fertile and fmiling 
landfcapes. 

“ There are, without doubt, many German-Englifh gardens 
fo whimficaily and ridiculoufly laid out, that they only excite 
pity and contempt. Who can forbear laughing to fee forefts 
of poplar trees fcarcely large enough to warm a chamber-ftove 


for a week ; mole-hills, which they call mountains ; mena- ° 


geries of tameand lavage animals, birds and amphibious crea- 
tures, grinning in native grandeur upon tin; bridges without 
number acrofs a river which a couple of ducks would drink 
dry; wooden fifkes {wimming in canals which the pump 
every morning fupplics with water? All this is certainly not 
lefs unnatural than the pitiful tafte of our aaceftors.”’ 








The irafcible Paffions fruitful Sources of Mifery. 


LL the irafcible pafwns are, in their excefs, diabolical. 

They are the fruitful fources of mifery. They would 
unparadife the Garden of Eden, and turn the chearful light 
of Heaven into gloomy darknefs, like the fhadow in the valley 
of death, ‘There is in the world much natural evil ; there 
are pains and difeafes enow to wean the heart from the immo- 
derate love of it; but none of them are produétive of 
wretchecnels fo great and difficult of cure as the malignant 
paffions of pride, envy, and revenge. Thefe eftrange man 
from man, and convert the haunts of human creatures into 
dens of foxcs and wolves, 
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A VULGAR ERROR, 


like a bird With wings, flies about, accom} ithing x the coms» 
mandments of God. P oper y, and its ridicul lous lege nds, have 
contributed exceedingly to imprefs fuch an idea; and the in- 
genuity of painters | eftablithed the g rofs opinion of ange- 
lick plumage by fymbols, which fhould only convey, und ler a 
natural ima ae, the wonderful c oer ity and readinels of this, and 
every other order of fpiritual beings, to execute the will of 
their Creator. But the word which we tranflate angel, is not 
confined to any rank of beings, fpiritual or corporeal, but is 
applied toboth. It ftritly fignittes any one commiffianed or cite 


Ae is a vulgar error, that an ange/ is merely a being, who, 













An ANECODOT E, 


WHERE great fimplicity of manners prevails, men al- 
ways pofle(s fufficient for the enjoyment of life. Ig- 


norant of thofe things which others detire or poffe(s, the mind 
cannot entersain an idea of any good which they can poiibly 
produce. Anold country curate, refidirg upon a lofty moun- 
tain near the lake of ‘hun, in the canton of Berne, in Swit. 

zerland, was one day prefented with a moor-cock. The good 
man was igi norant of the rarity he had received, and confulted 
with bis cook what he fhould do withit. The paftor and the 
ook agreed to bury it inthe ground. Alas! did we all know 
as little of moorecoc KS, we fhould all be as happy as the curate 
of the mountain near the lake of Thun, 








Anfwer, by Oc lipus, of Yeovil, to M4. Thomas's Charade, inferted 
Dike 250 


et aed is the LAND when weto fca have been, 
Near fome lone FALL we tien deli ght to dwell; 
With mirth and love to trip the dewy. green, 


/ 
Far from the noife of riot’s favage ycl 


Anfwer, by W, Hoare, of Dean Prior, ta T. Taylor's Anagram, 
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Erafe the E, and place a 7, 
Then ART is fhown explicitly, 


*§* We have received the like anfwer from W. Hoare, 
of Dean Prior; and W. Rennels, of Barnftaple. 








nfwer, by Neddy, of Honiton, to G. Hazell’s Anagram, inferted 
(' yy yy 9 eo 4} 
December 25. 


O% ' could my mufe that time unfold, 
Ere RIOT had the world annoy’d, 
Of theelyfianage (aifnam’d of gold), 
The age of love, of innocence, aad jOYe 


When all were great and free—man’s fole employ 
¥ oink: the bofom of his parent earth 5 

Or towards his bower the murm’ring ftream decoy, 
To aid the flow’ret’s long-e3 pected birth. 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from R. Taylor, of 
Cargreen; J. Gidley, and John Bradridge, of Dean Prior; 
P. Halfway; T. Stick, of Denys; W.and T. Maddick, of 
Rattery; W.Renneis, of Barnftaple; and Thomas Whicker, 
of Exon. 





4 CHARADE, ly WY. Harris, Funior, of Exeter. 


A y tree you'll firft d 

Next a relation find ; 

Which when you’ve done, and right combin’d, 
A cafk you’l! bring to mind, 





A REBUS, by IV. Rennels, of Barnftaple. 


HE godéefs of wifdom, art, {cience, and wit, 
That part of the globe where Mahomedans are; 
The name of a fox that is cunning and fly, } 
The black river of Heil, where old Charon doth ply ; { 
A renown’d Roman poet, whofe name will ne’er die; 
A funeral monument: The initials combin’d, 
A triend to the whole human race you will find. 


9 POETRY. 
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Lines addreffed to Mr, Richard Cox, Surgeon, See Bifoop’s Ly- 


deard, Som erfet, by a Lady, on his recovering her Hufband and 


Child from a danzerous Fever. 


EPT 


At T the grateful thanks thefe lines impart— 


r he warm effufions of a feeling heart. 

v'd by your dkill, my child again is prefs’d 
Wi ith fo rd emot ion to her mother’s breait. 
A hufband too, your tkill confpir’ d to fave, 
And {natch’d the victim froma yawning gravee 
] faw him laid upon the bed of pain, 
While wild deliriam feiz’d his frantic brain ; 
The burning fever rag’d in every part 


And drank the blood which warm’d his gen’rous heart ; 


In aii the agony of fix’d defpair, 

I faw the dear com; panion of my care, 
Sinking beneath the preffure of difeafe, 
Myfelf unable to proc ure him eafe. 


While round my helplefs offspring weeping prefs’d, 


And each maternal feeling prob’d my breatt ; 
Their father’s talents had procur’d them bread, 
Vith him the means of their fubfiftence fled ; 

That dreaded evil now appear’d to wait, 

With all the horror of “appro iching fate. 

Aud who, I cried, will thefe my babes defend ? 
Ah! who will prove the arse orphans’ friend 
Where fhall their widow’d mother find relief i ? 
Aa! who wil! fhicld herin th iat hour of gric 


a 











My tender Ellen fhar’d her mother’s woe, 
Too early taught the pang of grief to know; 
With what afi vous Care i and filial love, 
Did fhe the painful tafk of watching prove, 
Tili the infection, like a poiton’d dart, 
Seiz’d on her a and itruck her youthful heart? 


J supper lc lay priv’d of all their bloom, 

n early victim Sakios to tne tomb ; 
I faw he "r with’sing like an opening rofe, ; 
Cropp’d ereits blooming charms could half unclofe 


Father and chiid alike compafiion claim, 
Their danger, feelings, and difeafe the lame. 
Twas then my guardian angel in difguile, 


By Heaven deputed, left his native fkies ; 
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From the bleft regions with relief he lew— 

The great firft caufe was Heaven—the fecond you. 
With what affiduous care did you attend, 

And to the man of {kill you } ioin’d the friend ; 

You gave the healing draugh: which eas’d their pain, 
And, health returning, itrengthen’d every vein. 
With frantic joy I faw my hopes revive, 

As fondly clafping each, I cry’d, you live. 


What thanks, my friend, I owe to you, who prov’d 

The means of faving objects fo belov’d ? 

A hufband and a child reftor’d I fee, 

And bow with gratitude to Heaven and thee. 
Long may you flourifh in the heali ng art, 

And! by your fkill and practice health impart! 
May years of long experience raife your fame, 
And oum‘rous cur res immortalize your name! 
While bafe pret tenders, who their powers employ 
Iu ufelefs quackery, mankind dett: ‘OY ; 
Feed the dileafe of thole they bo: ult to fave, 
And fend them daily victims to the grave. 
Let fuch to dull ob{fcurity retire, 
While you to public notice rifing higher, 
Difperfe that fkill which Efculapi ius taught, 


‘ By years of practice to aang mn brought. 


And oh may thofe who prove your talents join 
In teltifying gratitude like mine 1 


MARIA. 
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SON N E T. 


rHAHE bleating lambs on yonder rock 
Preferv’d not from rough wiater’s cold, 
Around their dams now fhiv’ring flock, 
And join the careful lilt’ning fold. 
Lo! at the fight of man they fart! 
Ah! ‘tis the hour of death thi it’s nigh ! 
How palpitated is each heart! 
While vain is their attempt to fly. 


Tho’ little thinking the fteel’d knife 
Was ever deftin’d to portend 

Their unfufpicious, harmle({s life, 
-Which to its crue! edge muti bead. 


For nought avails as a defence, 
Toaid their humble innocence. 


M, Bf*t##*, Junior, 
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